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Cornerhouse, with Asia Triennial Manchester 11, is pleased to present the first major 
UK public solo show from Rashid Rana, widely considered to be the most prominent 
and original contemporary artist working in South Asia today. 
 
Everything Is Happening At Once includes new and recent work that cuts across 
conventional notions of the scale and status of the photographic object, opening up its 
potential to represent cultural, social and physical realities.  
 
The works in this exhibition, spanning 2006 to the present, blur the divide between two and 
three-dimensional forms to challenge the viewer’s understanding of the world in which they 
live. Photo sculptures, large-scale photo mosaics, installations and new video work subvert 
perception of size and structure and urge us to look deeper into the relationship between the 
fragment and the bigger picture.  
 
The title of the exhibition is taken from the quotation ‘Time... is what keeps everything from 
happening at once’1 and reflects the conceptual dichotomy at the heart of Rana’s practice.  
 
The exhibition explores three themes:  
 
In Gallery 1, Dis-location explores domesticity, displacement and everyday objects, 
specifically through a series of heavily pixellated photo sculptures that manipulate our ideas 
of representation and reality, including Plastic Flowers in a Traditional Vase (2007), a still life 
viewable from all angles. In The World Is Not Enough (2006-7), Rana creates a portrait of an 
undulating seascape, whose beauty is at odds with the micro-imagery of waste and urban 
decay that are woven together to create it.  
 
Between Flesh and Blood, in Gallery 2, dissects the body and physical relationships. In 
Red Carpet I (2007), the carnage of slaughtered animals in a Lahore abattoir hides in plain 
sight behind the intricate beauty and tradition of a Persian carpet. On the surface, the series 
What Lies Between Flesh and Blood (2009) presents deeply textured, serene abstracts, 
reminiscent of Rothko. Viewed more closely the works reveal their unsettling detail, each 
composed of an intricate mosaic of thousands of tiny images of wounds and skin, collected 
from disparate sources including fashion magazines, pornographic websites and medical 
journals.  
 
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

1	
   "Time... is what keeps everything from happening at once". Written by early science fiction author Ray 
Cummings, later used by scientists C.J. Overbeck and John Archibald Wheeler. 
	
  



An Idea of Abstract, in Gallery 3, represents Rana’s re-engagement with formal concerns, 
including new work Language Series (2010-11) and the stunning large-scale sculpture 
Desperately Seeking Paradise II (2010-11), which appears to depict a panoramic skyline of 
an imaginary city with high-rise buildings. Close-up, the bigger picture disappears and 
thousands of smaller images are revealed, depicting houses in Lahore, the city where artist 
was born and is currently based. 
 
Rashid Rana: Everything is Happening at Once runs at Cornerhouse, Manchester 
from Sat 01 Oct until Fri 30 Dec 2011 and admission is free.  
 
Curated by Sarah Perks and Alnoor Mitha. 
 
Related Events 
On Saturday 1 October at 12noon Rashid Rana will be in conversation with David Elliot 
(Curator, formerly Director of the Sydney Biennial) at Cornerhouse.    
 
 
- Ends - 

For further information, images or interviews please contact: Clare Sydney,  
Head of Marketing and Communications on E: clare.sydney@cornerhouse.org,  
T: + 44 (0)161 200 1545 or M: +44 (0)7854 186 281 
 
 
Notes to Editors	
   

• Full list of works is available upon request 
• In copy please refer to Cornerhouse and not ‘The Cornerhouse.’ 
• Registered charity no. 514719. Registered company no.1681278 
• Gallery opening times: Mon: Closed, Tue – Sat: 12.00 – 20.00, Sun: 12.00 – 18.00 
• Address: Cornerhouse, 70 Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 5NH, UK 
• Tickets & Information: 0161 200 1500  

 
 
About the artist 
Rashid Rana (b1968) lives and works in Lahore, Pakistan. Solo exhibitions include Lisson Gallery, 
London (2011), Musee Guimet, Paris (2010); Art Public – Cabinet P.H., Geneva (2007); Chemould 
Prescott Road + Chatterjee & Lal, Mumbai (2007); Nature Morte, New Delhi (2007); Philips 
Contemporary, Mumbai (2007). Group exhibitions include Saatchi Gallery, London (2010); Gallery of 
Modern Art, Queensland, Australia (2010); Whitechapel Gallery, London (2010); Pacific Asia 
Museum, Pasadena (2010); Devi Foundation, New Delhi (2010); National Fine Arts Museum, Taiwan 
(2009); Asia Society, New York (2009). For more information, visit 
www.lissongallery.com/#/artists/rashid-rana/ 
 
 
About ATM 11 
Asia Triennial Manchester 11, a Shisha initiated project, takes place 1 Oct-27 Nov 2011 with a vibrant 
and exciting showcase of current contemporary visual art from Asia at venues across the city. ATM11 
features a series of exhibitions, commissions and interventions by international and UK artists 
exploring the theme of Time and Generation, presenting new site-specific work alongside work not 
see before in the UK, and challenging stereotypical viewpoints of contemporary Asian artistic practice. 
ATM 11 will be part of the Manchester Weekender, 14-16 October.  
 
 
About Cornerhouse 
Cornerhouse is Greater Manchester’s centre for international contemporary visual art and film. A 
place where all can engage with contemporary ideas through a unique, risk taking, cross art-form and 
culturally diverse high quality programme of art and film. 


